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Observation of Ronis, Religion and Sexuality in Modern America 4/11/2013 
 

This discussion section had 6 Yale College Students in it: several freshmen new to the material and four 

seniors who had done extensive work in Women’s and Gender Studies or Religious Studies. This section 

came at the end of the semester, and the subject of the week’s section – the sexual abuse scandals in 

the Catholic Church – was a particular sensitive one building on some of the theoretical work and 

readings that we had done all semester. Before section, students had specifically read a number of 

accounts of sexual abuse at the hands of Catholic priests in the twentieth century, and an article by 

Robert Orsi on the religious construction of childhood.  The students handled the difficult topic with 

depth, maturity, and sensitivity, but the class was definitely more somber than most of my sections! 

 



TEACHING OBSERVATION FORM #3: FINAL REPORT OF CLASSROOM OBSERVATION 
 
The observer should complete this form and email it to the teacher who was observed at least two days prior to 
the post-observation meeting. After filling in the text boxes below,  choose  “Save  As”  from  the  “File”  menu  of  
Adobe  Acrobat  Reader.  Rename  the  file  “[your  last  name]  observation  of  [teacher  last  name]”  and  save it to a 
location you will remember. Then attach the file to an email message for the teacher you observed. 

 
Observer   ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher Observed ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Title   ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Observation Date ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Concerning the teacher’s preparations for class, I observed the following:  

Concerning the teacher’s  instruction during class, I observed the following: 

Concerning the teacher’s  interaction with students, I observed the following: 

Concerning the classroom learning environment, I observed the following: 

Concerning those particular issues the teacher asked me to study, I observed the following: 

By conducting this observation, I learned the following two things about teaching: 

Emily Johnson
The instructor had a clearly prepared lesson plan, which she outlined on the blackboard. Because the topic was particularly sensitive, she had also prepared a statement to put students at ease and encourage open discussion. Her knowledge of the broader themes and her detailed recall of the readings was impressive.

Emily Johnson


Emily Johnson
The instructor had prepared a variety of activities, designed to allow students to interact with the material and each other in a variety of ways, including: an individual writing assignment, short presentations from individual students, and large-group discussion, including a close reading of the week's readings. These materials were all expertly drawn together into a focused discussion of the week's broader themes, especially the cultural meanings of childhood.

Emily Johnson


Emily Johnson
During this discussion section, all of the students participated actively. The instructor later noted that this session was atypically low-energy, but this seemed entirely in line with the topic of the discussion and the timing (after Spring Break, right after a paper was due). She made productive use of silences to draw out student participation and resisted the temptation to fill up silences with her own answers to questions. Her use of eye contact and body language indicated her interest in each student's contribution.

Emily Johnson


Emily Johnson
The instructor made full use of the classroom space, writing up an outline of her lesson plan on the board, and using the projector to put up both the silent writing question and her students' text nominations. This use of visual material provided a nice break from discussion-only sections. Despite some silences throughout the discussion, students seemed engaged in the discussion and interested in the material.

Emily Johnson
N/A

Emily Johnson
1. I learned that it can be really productive to be more comfortable letting silences stand, in order to encourage student engagement with the material and the discussion (and, more broadly, I observed techniques for encouraging student discussion without taking up too much space myself as the instructor.

2. I learned that the projector can be used simply and unobtrusively in ways that really add to the lesson (in making the instructions for small group or individual activities clear, and in bringing visual material into the classroom).


