
Policy Sheet and First Day Survey 
 

I created this handout for the first section of a large lecture class on Religion and Sexuality in 
Modern America. The students ranged from freshmen in their first semester of college to 
seniors who were Religion or Gender Studies majors.  The section was meant to supplement 
the lectures by creating opportunities to engage more deeply through close primary text 
readings and small-group discussions. I assigned a form of reading response – textual 
nominations – for weekly section meetings.  
  
RLST 111/AMST 111/HIST 122/WGSS 111 SEXUALITY AND RELIGION  
Discussion Section 
 

Sara Ronis         Email: sara.ronis@yale.edu 
Section: Thursdays, 9:25-10:15 (WLH 113); 10:30-11:20  (WLH 002) Office Hours: By appt. 
 
 
The professor’s lectures provide a broad overview of the complex relationships between sexuality 
and religion. In section, we will focus on narrower issues – primary texts, methodological problems, 
and significant controversies - and review, question, and personally engage in greater depth with 
topics mentioned in class.  

Grading and Attendance:  

Discussion section participation is worth 15% of your final grade.  

Life happens. So everyone gets one free pass from section, though I ask that you let me know 
beforehand if possible.  A second absence will negatively affect your grade. Multiple latenesses will 
count as one absence.  If you are absent (even on your “free pass”), you must still submit your 
nomination for that section meeting, via e-mail. 

Participation 

Only within an atmosphere of intellectual safety will reticent people feel comfortable speaking and 
will anyone venture to speak in his or her own voice. In order to ensure that our meetings are 
conducive to open, respectful, and safe dialogue, I ask that you observe the following guidelines: 

 Learn the names of your classmates so that you can meaningfully engage them as 
individuals. 

 Give equal priority to listening and engaging with others as to voicing your own views. 

 Anticipate that the views of your classmates are more religiously and philosophically 
diverse than you initially expect. 

 Interpret the views of others as charitably as possible. 

 Extend to others the common courtesies of polite conversation—especially by refraining 
from interrupting a speaker. 



 Laptops/iPads/smartphones may be used to read articles in section, but section notes 
should be taken by hand. This means, if you are typing on your laptop in section, you are 
not participating in the work of the section. 
 

Nominations  

Starting with the second section, I ask that you submit to me via email weekly nominations of a 
primary “text” relevant to that week’s readings. This is a rehearsal for the final paper.  Each 
nomination should include: Your name, a quote from that week’s reading that is illuminated by your 
nomination, and a paragraph describing your nomination and explaining how it relates to the 
reading/themes of the week. You must submit 6 nominations over the course of the 10 section 
meetings this semester. Nominations are due on Wednesdays at 5pm.  

Email Policy:  
 
If you send me an email about class or work, I will get back to you within 24-48 hours.   

I am less available over the weekend, so if you email me on Friday, please expect a response on 
Monday. Make sure to leave enough time before a paper or an assignment for us to have a 
productive dialogue. 

Please don’t hesitate to email me if you have any questions about the course material or assignments!



    ____________________________  ________________       ____________________  ______ 

                   name                           preferred name     major                             year 

 

Have you taken any courses or done any work related to the topic of this course? If yes, please 
expand on these experiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there an aspect of this course that especially excites you? 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there an aspect of this course that especially worries you? 

 

 

 

 

 

Anything else I should know? 

 

 

 

 


