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These are the official Yale survey question and results from my second semester of TF-ing. The professor 
decided what would be covered and how it would be covered each section, and the TFs implemented those 
activities. Students felt lectures were too fast-paced, and so part of my goal in section was to consolidate 
and review some of the information from lecture, while connecting it to the primary readings under 
discussion in section.  
 
Question 3 

Was the relationship between the section (if any) and the course effective, and how could it 

be improved? What are the strengths and weaknesses of your teaching assistant (discussion 

section leader, lab section leader, grader or other assistant) as an instructor, and how might 

his/her teaching be improved? 

 

Response 1 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sara is one of the few teaching fellows I've had at Yale who is both knowledgeable about the 

material and engaging. The TAs clearly spent time thinking through each section to make sure 

that they were set up so that students got something out of them. The reading responses 

made sure that everyone had something to say and contribute. 

 

Response 2 

Sara A. Ronis 

Section definitely added to the lecture because it gave the students room to voice their own 

opinions, hear from others, and synthesize what we'd learned about methodology in class. It 

also gave us more practical guidance with how to write for this class, etc.Sara is a great TF, 

super helpful andavailable, and also a good section leader. 

 

Response 3 

Sara A. Ronis 

Discussion often seemed forced by merit of the structure of the section and I felt it vastly 

improved when people felt free to speak at will. 

 

Response 4 

Sara A. Ronis 

I thought Sara was a good grader, and her advice on papers,although I think some people 

didn't like it, was actually helpful for me. Sections were generally good, although a couple 

times I thought there were really interesting things we could have explored that we just 

didn't. 

 

Response 5 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sara always led an interesting and engaging section and was great at patiently and clearly 

helping us understand the trickier points from lecture and readings. She was really available 

for help on papers. 

 

Response 6 

Sara A. Ronis 

always ran a good section. some very memorable sections. 

 

Response 7 
Sara A. Ronis 

Section with Sara was great - she was super knowledgeable, and what she didn't know she 



would find an answer for (or, better yet, point you in the direction to find an answer yourself). 

Sara was also very helpful and gave great constructive feedback. Section with her was, 

furthermore, not a bore but always interesting. 

 

Response 8 

Sara A. Ronis 

Very good at forcing us to think in new ways. Still, it would have been nice to have more 

review in section. The essays were graded fairly, but very strictly. 

 

Response 9 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sara was wonderful as a TF. 

 

Response 10 

Sara A. Ronis 

Section was very helpful. Sara was very well prepared and always engaged in meaningful 

discussions with students. Section related really well to and complemented the lectures. Sara 

was also very accessible to talk to students about their papers, although she was a very 

harsh grader. 

 

Response 11 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sara was amazing. She is incredibly knowledgable in her field and so willing to help students. 

She emailed back immediately and was always willing to meet with me. 

 

Response 12 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sara was a great TA. Section was engaging, and she was quite knowledgeable. My one 

comment is that I sometimes felt like the way she was speaking to us was somewhat 

patronizing--not in terms of what she was saying, but in terms of her tone of voice. Maybe 

that's just how she talks? 

 

Response 13 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sara is really knowledgable about the subject. She was always available to answer questions 

and made sure that we understood the lecture, as it was fast-paced. Her grading included a 

lot of comments; it was hard to absorb all of the feedback because there was simply so much. 

 

Response 14 

Sara A. Ronis 

Sections should definitely continue to have small assignments to make sure that everyone has 

thought at least a little bit about the reading-- the level of engagement was much higher in 

this section than any other humanities class I've taken. Sara was a wonderful TA and was very 

effective at drawing everyone into the conversation. She clearly knew much about the content, 

and the exercises we did in section were good for getting into the material in a different way. 

Section felt like a class in its own right, rather than a lame add-on to a dynamic lecture (what 

section has often turned into in my experience). 

 

Response 15 

Sara A. Ronis 

Section was a really good supplement to class. The syllabus told us what we'd be discussing in 

section each week so we knew how to prepare which was really helpful. Sara was great, 

approachable and enthusiastic. I really enjoyed being in her class. 
 

 


